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McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 


the following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 2589] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2589) for the relief of Sor Matilde Sotelo Fernandez, Sor Vir- 
tudes Garcia Garcia, and Sor Amalia Gonzalez Gonzalez, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to three nuns. ‘The bill provides for appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are three nuns who are members of the 
Order Servants of Mary. They are natives and citizens of Spain and 
last entered the United States as visitors on January 18, 1950, at San 
Juan, P. R. They are graduate nurses and devote their lives to 
nursing ill persons back to health. 

A letter dated March 2, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy Attor- 
ney General with reference to the case, reads as follows: 





2 SOR MATILDE SOTELO FERNANDEZ AND OTHERS 


MarcH 2, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
( hati man, Comn ttee on the J idic ary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2589) for the relief of Sor 
Matilde Sotelo Fernandez, Sor Virtudes Garcia Garcia, Sor Elisa Perez Tejeiro, 
and Sor Amalia Gonzalez Gonzalez, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Sor Matilde Sotelo Fernandez, Sor Virtudes 
Garcia Garcia, Sor Elisa Perez Tejeiro, and Sor Amalia Gonzalez Gonzalez shall 
be considered to have lawfully entered the United States for permanent residence 
on January 18, 1950, upon payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. The 
bill would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer 
to deduct four numbers from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department dis- 
close that the aliens, Sor Matilde Sotelo Fernandez, Sor Virtudes Garcia Garcia, 
Sor Elisa Perez Tejeiro, and Sor Amalia Gonzalez Gonzalez, were born, respec- 
tively, on January 18, 1919, in Vigo, Spain, on April 9, 1928, in La Carrera, Leon, 
Spain, on December 21, 1923, in Salamanca, Spain, and on February 14, 1929, 
in Leon, Spain. They last entered the United States on January 18, 1950, as 
temporary visitors for a period of approximately 6 months under section 3 (2 
of the Immigration Act of 1924, destined to Siervas de Maria, San Juan, P. R 
They are members of the Order Servants of Mary, a religious order dedicated to 
the assistance of all classes of ill persons in their homes without charge. It 
appears that almost all the members of the order are graduate nurses and devote 
their lives to nursing ill persons back to health. 

The aliens are chargeable to the Spanish quota, which is heavily oversubscribed, 
and immigration visas are not readily obtainable. While section 4 (d) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 provides nonquota status for an immigrant who con- 
tinuously for at least 2 years immediately preceding the time of his application for 
admission to this country has been, and who seeks to enter the United States solely 
for the purpose of carrying on the vocation of minister of any religious denomina- 
tion, nuns are not included in the elass eligible for nonquota status. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the measure. 

\ ours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
De puly Attorney General. 


Mr. A. Fernés-Isern of Puerto Rico, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and urged the enactment of the bill. He stated 
that the services of these Spanish nuns are urgently needed in Puerto 
Rico. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2589) should be enacted. 
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